
Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Count KaraczayV Geographical Account of Albania. 75 

narrow road. Opposite the town of Peramiti the hills recede 
from the banks of the river, and encircle a plain of some extent, 
which is well cultivated. Above Peramiti the road at times runs 
between the banks of the Voyussa and steep hills : at times where 
they terminate in precipices on the edge of the water it crosses their 
crests. Upwards of 20 miles from Peramiti the road leaves the 
valley of the river, and ascends a steep acclivity to a high table- 
land, on which stands a village called Ostaniji, consisting of 
more than 100 houses. At some distance behind this place is 
the crest of the Khimera range, and on it an elevated summit, 
Mount Jumerka. The mountains are covered with fine forests, 
and extend for a great distance on an undulating plain, whose 
surface is only broken by small watercourses. Proceeding south- 
ward a fine valley, which may be from 3 to 4 miles wide, and in 
which the town of Kuniji is situated, is seen on the left. This 
valley is drained by a river which falls into the Voyussa. Farther 
on the mountain plain is intersected by ridges, and in one of the 
depressions is the village of Revenia in a tolerably well cultivated 
valley. Behind this village the ridges decrease in elevation, and 
at last give way to the undulating plain, on which the town of 
Janina is built, on the banks of a lake which is about 4 or 5 
miles long. Janina contains a population of about 36,000 indi- 
viduals, among which are from 6000 to 7000 Jews, and 20,000 
Greeks. The houses of this town stand closer together than those 
of Skutari, but are not so well built. 



IV. — Extract from Baron Roller's Itinerary of his Tour 
to Petra, describing an Inland Route from Mount Sinai to 
Akabah* 

March 18th, 1840. — Left the convent of Mount Sinai at 4 p.m. 
From the majestic Wady Raha (about 1400 paces broad, and 
running N.W.— S.E. to the convent) we turned under the hill of 
Aaron into the Wady Scheik, 400 paces broad, and running in a 
north-easterly direction. After marching £ of an hour, a violent 
storm, accompanied by heavy rain, obliged us to pitch our tents. 
19th. — The storm continued : the rain, falling in torrents, 

* A chart of the route, and a detailed topographical sketch of the vicinity of the 
monastery at Mount Sinai, accompanied this paper. It has not been deemed necessary 
to have the route engraved, as the great precision of Baron Koller will enable readers 
to trace it for themselves on the maps. This account of the most direct route from 
Sinai to Akabah is a valuable supplement to the information respecting the peninsula 
of Sinai contained in Riippell's route from Suez to Akabah, the travels of Count Leon 
Laborde, and the paper by Mr. Robinson in the Journal of the Royal Geographical 
Society, vol. ix. pp. 295-308.— Ed. 
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formed a number of highly picturesque cascades among the sur- 
rounding rocks. The wind blew down several of our tents. We 
were not able to proceed on our journey before \ past 3 in the after- 
noon. Further on, the Wady Scheik becomes wider, being about 
800 paces across. The tomb of the Sheik Saleh is on the right. 
The Wady is overgrown with low shrubs of a yellowish-green 
colour, which from a certain distance produce the same effect as 
if it was covered with grass. The bare mountains on both sides 
assume a variety of picturesque forms. At 6 o'clock we entered 
the narrow defile el Wuttaiyah, which leads to a wide, open 
plain, el Jermiyeh : the direction of both is from S. to N. From 
this plain the Wady Tarfa runs S. W., and, as the Beduins assured 
me, to el Selif and Wady el Ush. We encamped on the plain of 
el Jermiyeh. 

20th. — Left at 7 in the morning. After 3 hours' caravan march 
we entered the Wady Selega; direction N.E.; ground stony. 
3 hours more brought us to the Wady Saranig. The hills which 
border it on both sides are of sandstone, frequently presenting 
strata of reddish colour. 8 hours after our departure the route 
turned E.N.E., the Wady Saranig widening into an open plain. 
A valley, called W„ Abbiad, runs S. W. After travelling 2 hours 
more we encamped on the Wady el Arade, a large plain. 

2lst. — We set out at J past 7 a.m. The Jebel Arade rose be- 
fore us on the right, the Jebel el Byar on the left ; Wady Sal 
and Wady Hothera (a name which recals the Hazeroth of the 
Scriptures) remaining on the right. At 9 we saw a Wady run- 
ning S.S.W., and were told by the Beduins that it led through 
Wady Marra to Wady Sal, but was not passable for camels. The 
sand is of a remarkable tenuity. Our direction, which till now 
had been E., became, at l past 10, E.S.E., and we entered the 
Wady Jelim. £ of an hour later we passed by a wady running 
S., as the Beduins said, to Wady Sal, but which they assured me 
was impassable for camels. Our direction was E. (4 hours' 
march). About 5 hours (from the time of setting out) we entered 
the Wady el Ain, which takes its name from a spring (" Am," the 
eye, a name given to all springs), situated at its further extremity. 
The Wady Byar runs from here N.W., leading, according to the 
Beduins, to Derb el Haj, the caravans' route. Our direction 
was N.E. : the ground is of a bright yellow colour, too dazzling 
to look at when the sun shines. After travelling 7 hours we de- 
scried, on a ridge of hills to the right, the remains of six or seven 
of the small stone dwellings of the ancient anchorites. The Wady 
el Ain now takes a N.N.E. direction. There were many Tarfa 
shrubs, called by the Arabs " athl." The hills on the left are 
higher than those on the right. After travelling £ of an hour 
more we reached the spring. It lies in a hollow among rushes 
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and sedges, with here and there groups of stunted palm-trees,, 
resembling bushes ; contiguous masses of granite forming a na- 
tural wall around it. The sandstone hills bordering the wady 
are of the colour of cinnabar. We filled our water-skins; the 
water has not a good taste, but it served for cooking, and for 
economizing that which we had brought from the convent of 
Mount Sinai. From this point the Wady el Ain becomes nar- 
rower : the colour of the hills is violet and red. Our route con- 
tinued N.E. We passed the defile Mirat el Krut, which leads 
into a wady having an air of perfect desolation. The bottom of 
this valley is the dry bed of a torrent, full of stones, many of them 
round, conglomerated, their size varying from that of a pea to five 
inches in diameter. I remarked in several places white hollows, 
having the appearance of chalk-pits. Our route now turned N. 
At 5 p.m. (after nearly 10 hours' journey) the Beduins pointed 
out the mount before us as the Jebel el Tyh. We entered a large 
oval valley, Wady E'ssauane (flintstone valley), bordered by hills, 
and containing a few scattered mimosa-trees. We encamped, 10 
hours from the time of starting (having lost f of an hour at the 
spring), on the N.W. side of the wady, at the foot of precipitous 
rose-coloured hills. 

22nd — Started at 7 a.m. Passed a narrow defile, and entered 
Wady Shibekha, which is narrow, bordered with hills on both 
sides, and runs downwards in a north-easterly direction. After 
travelling 1^ hour, the Wady Shibekha becomes wider, and a few 
mimosas are scattered on the stony soil. From this place a wady 
runs to the right, towards the Wady Nuebbe, near the Gulf of 
Akabah, which is marked on Arrowsmith's map of Egypt " No- 
weyba;" and is, as the Arabs assured me, 13 caravan hours 
distant. After journeying 2^ hours we saw, through an open- 
ing of the Wady Shibekha, the mountains on the other side of 
the gulf, but not the sea. Direction of our route N.N. E. 
At the extremity of the wady a defile, called Derb el Samra, 
leads between rocks of a greyish granite into the Wady Atteiye. 
Three hours from starting, two transversal valleys to the right 
and left. The ground appears to be the dry bed of a torrent ; 
mimosa-trees languish in the sand. Route N.E. Shortly 
afterwards during J an hour due N., after which N.E. as usual. 
The tomb of the Sheik Atteiye on the left ; the Beduins stick 
branches of mimosa in the ground around it. Five hours from 
starting the Wady Atteiye becomes wider. Elevations like 
breastworks are seen. Route N. Count Laborde's map on 
this side only extends to this point. The Wady Atteiye is sur- 
rounded by sandstone hills : those on the right are called Jebel 
Herte. After travelling 8 hours we reached the Wady el 
Hessi. From the tomb of the Sheik Atteiye the direction 
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of our route was during 1 hour N.E., it then turned N.W., 
and S. E. downwards to the dry bed of a torrent, when it 
again became N.E. After a 10 hours' ride we encamped in the 
Wady Hessi. The surrounding hills are of the same colour as 
the mountains at Thebes,, the ground a coarse sand, with scattered 
shrubs. 

123rd. — Set off at \ past 7. In 1| hour arrived at a place 
called el Mashash (the conflux), wherein water is found. The 
wady takes the same name. The camels drank with great 
avidity. The skins were filled; the water is good for culinary 
purposes and for washing, but not drinkable. After travelling 
2 hours, we saw some high mountains on the left (N.W.), which 
for some distance seemed to run parallel to our route. I believe 
they are those near the Derb el Hadj.* The wady is about 300 
paces broad, bordered by sand-hills, shrubs growing on the stony 
soil. After travelling 3 hours, we entered a hilly, mountainous 
tract of country,, called el Tyh. Half an hour later the direction 
of the route was E.N.E. The above-mentioned high mountains 
seen on the N.W. Heat intense till 10 o'clock, when a S.E. 
wind regularly sets in. After travelling 5 hours,, we descried, 
from an eminence, the mountains of Akabah. We went down a 
steep descent into the Wady el Sott (terrace). Direction of the 
route E.N.E. We now saw distinctly the above-mentioned chain 
of mountains, which terminates towards the N.E. like a promon- 
tory. To this last point the Beduins give the name of Tarf el 
Rokhn. On Arrowsmith's map it is called Dharf el Rokob, but 
I think is placed too much S.E., and too far from Akabah, the 
real distance not being more than 10 hours' journey. For \ an 
hour the direction of the route was N.E. ; we then, after having 
travelled 6 hours, descended into a plain still bearing the name of 
el Sott. We next turned E.N.E., the plain on the left extending 
to the Tarf el Rokhn, distant 5 hours. The chain of mountains 
connected with the Tarf el Rokhn appears to run from N.E. to 
S.W. Eight hours from starting the Wady Sott becomes wider. 
On the right we saw the Arabian mountains, beyond the gulf, 
but did not discover the sea. A range of pointed hills, called by 
the Beduins Jebel Sott, seemed to bar our passage. As the 
plain descends, the Tarf el Rokhn is no longer visible. Direction 
of the route E.N.E. After travelling 9 hours, we encamped at a 
place li hour distant from the caravan route. 

24th. — Started at £ past 7 . In an hour after reached the 
Ras el Nagb (head of a defile) ; the way leads between two hills 
to an eminence, from which is seen the head of the gulf near 
Akabah. Direction E. Road descending on stony ground. In 

* Arrowsmith's Egypt ; Odjime hills. 
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1 L hour from starting arrived at the Derb el Hadj, which runs 
from Suez to Akabah. On the left is a perpendicular sandstone 
rock, 7 or 8 yards high, with red and white strata. The road 
descends to the sea ; it is from 30 to 40 feet wide, cut out of the 
solid rock, and truly magnificent, resembling the scientific alpine 
routes of Europe. Large masses of stone piled up on the left, 
where there is a precipice, serve as a parapet. The scene calls 
to mind the Apennines. At intervals the dark blue sea is seen 
below, with the high chain of mountains beyond it. A strong 
N.W. wind rendered the weather somewhat hazy. The road 
called Nagb continues to descend, and over conical rocks of a 
dark-brown colour and volcanic appearance, the broad expanse of 
the sea now became visible. On several of the sections of the sur- 
rounding chalk hills I observed strata of black flintstone. The last 
part of the road which we travelled over, 3^ hours after starting, 
and which leads to the sea, is called el Mhasserat. Four hours 
after starting we descried Akabah, indicated by a green stripe of 
palm-trees. A hollow way brought us, \ hour later, to the sea- 
shore, which we followed in an E.S.E. direction for Y\ hour. It 
was 1 o'clock when we pitched our tents under the palm-trees of 
Akabah near the fort. During our ride along the shore I ob- 
served a mirage. 

From Akabah I proceeded to Petra, through the Wadies el 
Araba, Garandel, Abu Shebe, &e. ; from Petra to Hebron, 
through the Wadies el Araba, Figgeri, over Mount E'Safah, 
through the Wadies el Gubba, Athaige, Sikke el Rermel, &c. 



V. — Notes on Depuch Island. By Captain Wick ham. Com- 
municated by Captain Beaufort. 

Depuch Island, on the N.W. coast of New Holland, is in 
lat. 20° 37f S., and long. 117° 44' E., and presents a singular 
contrast with the low, flat shores of the mainland, from which it is 
only a little more than a mile distant. It is of a circular form, 
nearly 8 miles in circumference, and its summit is 514 feet above 
the sea. 

This island is merely a vast pile of large blocks of greenstone, 
heaped up in rugged and irregular masses: it has much the 
appearance of basalt, and in many places the long, flat- sided blocks 
resemble columns of that formation. Here and there in the 
valleys, and upon the more level spaces near the summit, is a 
slight sprinkling of soil that nourishes a few stunted gum-trees, 
shrubs, and a coarse wiry grass ; but, generally speaking, the 
island is void of vegetation, and has altogether a very different 



